
ST STEPHEN’S CE RSA ACADEMY - RECOMMENDED READS  
 

Genre Reception 
 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 

Classic We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
– Michael Rosen 
Rosie’s Walk – Pat Hutchins 
Farmer Duck – Martin 
Waddell 
 
 

The Gruffalo – Julia 
Donaldson 
Owl Babies – Martin Waddell 
Where the Wild Things are – 
Maurice Sendak 
 

The Train Mouse – Uwe Timm 
Fantastic Mr Fox – Roald Dahl 
The Giraffe, the Pelly and Me – 
Roald Dahl 
The Owl who was afraid of the 
Dark – Jill Tomlinson 
Flat Stanley – Jeff Brown 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Hodge-Heg – Dick King-
Smith 
Bill’s New Frock – Anne Fine 
The Twits – Roald Dahl 
George’s Marvellous Medicine 
– Roald Dahl 

 

The Iron Man – Ted Hughes 
The Firework Makers Daughter 
– Philiip Pullman 
The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe – C S Lewis 
The Sheep-Pig – Dick King-
Smith 

 

Story I Can Catch a Monster – 
Bethin Woolvin 

Little Red and the Very 
Hungry Lion – Alex T Smith 
Juniper Jupiter – Lizzy Stewart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paolo, Emperor of Rome – Mac 
Barnett  
The Boy who Grew Dragons –
Andy Shepherd 
Atticus Claw Breaks the Law – 
Jennifer Gray 
Once upon a Wild Wood – 
Chris Riddell  
Tara Binns – High Flying Pilot – 
Lisa Rajan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Accidental Prime Minister 
– Tom McLaughlin 
The Boy who Fooled the World 
– Lisa Thompson 

 
 

Varjak Paw – S F Said 
Max and the Millions – Ross 
Montgomery 

 

  



Information 
Books/Issues/ 
Cultures 
 

The Problem with Problems 
– Rachel Rooney 

Planet Awesome – Stacy 
McAnulty and David Litchfield 
Julian is a Mermaid – Jessica 
Love 
 
 
 
 
 

My First Book of 
Comparisons – Clive Gifford 
and Anna Seixas 
Moth – Isabel Thomas 
The New Neighbours – Sarah 
McIntyre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Cloud Tea Monkeys – Mal 
Peet and Elspeth Graham 
Curiosity:  The Story of a 
Mars Rover – Marcus Motum 

 

Picture Books Clem and Crab – Fiona 
Lumber 
The Seedling that Didn’t 
want to Grow Up – Britta 
Teckentrup 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beegu - Alexis Deacon 
Lost and Found – Oliver Jeffers 
 

The Day the Crayons Quit – 
Drew Daywalt and Oliver 
Jeffers 
Traction Man - Mini Grey 
Once upon an Ordinary 
School Day – Colin 
McNaughton 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Tunnel – Anthony Browne 
King Kong – Anthony Browne 
 

Cinnamon – Neil Gaiman 
Voices in the Park – Anthony 
Browne 
Jemmy Button – Valerio 
Vidall 

 

Poetry A First Book of the Sea – 
Nicola Davies 
The Wonky Donkey – Craig 
Smith 
Wiggly, Wiggly – Michael 
Rosen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zim. Zam, Zoom – James Carter 
and Nicola Colton 
A First Book of Animals – 
Nicola Davies and Petr Horacek 
Mustard, Custard, Grumble 
Belly and gravy– Michael Rosen 
and Quentin Blake 

Jelly Boots, Smelly Boots – 
Michael Rosen 
I like this Poem (anthology) – 
edited by Kaye Web 

 
 

Where Zebras go by – Sue 
Hardy-Dawson 
100 Best Poems for Children 
(Anthology) – edited by Roger 
McGough 
 

Werewolf Club Rules and 
other Poems – Joseph Coelho 
A Kid in my Class – Rachel 
Rooney  

 



TEXTS USED AS PART OF ENGLISH LESSONS 
 

 English Text Guided Reading 

Reception 
 

 
 

 

Year 1 The Lion Inside – Rachel Bright and Jim Field 
Man on the Moon – A Day in the Life of Spaceman Bob – Simon 
Bartram 
This is the Bear and the Scary Night – Sarah Hayes 
The Smartest Giant in Town – Julia Donaldson 
Three Friends Together – Hiawyn Oram 
NoBot the Robot Stories – Sue Hendra 
Little Red Riding Hood  
The Three Billy Goats Gruff  
Just so Stories  
Jasper’s Beanstalk  
Oliver’s Vegetables - Vivian French 
Oliver’s Fruit Salad – Vivian French 
Paddington Bear Stories – Michael Bond 
Town Mouse and the Country Mouse 
 

Look for Me in this ABC 
All about Us 
The Monster Pet – Jan Pienkowski 
Beegu – Alexis Deacon 
The Way Back Home – Oliver Jeffers 
How to Make a Mask 
On Sudden Hill – Benji Davies 
Ssh!  We have a Plan – Chris Haughton 
The Wolf’s Story – Toby Forward 
Amphibby Ann 
What Am I? 
The Sweetest Song 
The Storm Whale – Benji Davies 
The Storm Whale in Winter – Benji Davies 
What Do I Eat? 
Yum! Yuk! 
 

Year 2 The Dragon Machine – Helen Ward 
The Dragon Snatcher – M P Robertson 
The Minpins – Roald Dahl 
The Water Protectors – Carole Lindstrom 
Greta and the Giants – Zoe Tucker 
The Bear and the Piano – David Litchfield 
Goldilocks/Jim and the Beanstalk 
Great Fire of London 
Little people, Big Dreams – David Attenborough 
Ocean Meets Sky – Eric Fan 
Tadpole’s Promise – Jeanne Willis 
 
 

The Day the Crayons Quit – Drew Daywalt and Oliver Jeffers 
Wanted – The Perfect Pet – Fiona Roberton 
We found a hat – Jon Klassen 
Into the Forest – Anthony Browne 
Hairy McClary – Lynley Dodd 
They all saw a cat – Brendan Wenzel 
Nibbles the Book Monster – Emma Yarlett 
Grandad’s Island – Benji Davies 
 



 
 

Year 3 Leon and The Place Between – Angela McAllister 
The Pebble in my Pocket – Meredith Hooper 
Escape from Pompeii – Christina Balit 
The BFG – Roald Dahl 
The Little Gardener – Emily Hughes 
The Selfish Giant – Oscar Wilde 
The Great Kapok Tree – Lynne Cherry 
The Dragon’s Hoard – Lari Don 
Winter’s Child – Angela McAllister 
Read me I: Poetry 
Earth Shattering Events 
The Last Garden – Rachel Ip 
 
 

Penguin in Peril – Helen Hancock 
Farther – Graeme Baker Smith 
Wolves – Emily Gravett 
The Grotlyn – Benji Davies 
This morning I met a whale – Michael Morpurgo 
 

Year 4 The Iron Man – Ted Hughes 
Tsunami Girl – Julian Sedgwick 
Song of the Dophin Boy – Elizabeth Laird 
The Great Chocoplot – Chris Callaghan 
Max and the Millions – Ross Montgomery 
Secrets of the Sun King – Emma Carroll 
 

Rainbow Bear – Michael Morpurgo 
Ice Bear – Jackie Morris 
The Great Wave – Veronique Massenot 
 

 


